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The American School is proud to announce that beginning in January 2011 we expanded
our curriculum to include online courses.  In January, the online curriculum started as a
limited program of three courses in order to review the new format and to survey enrolled
students for their feedback, suggestions and comments as they participated in the online
courses.  We have now expanded the online curriculum to include the following seven
online courses: Calculus, Earth Science, Economics, English 4, Geometry, Pre-Algebra
and World Geography.  While the American School will continue to offer our highly
regarded paper-based courses, now we offer online courses to meet the needs of many
families and students.  These new courses are presented in an innovative online format.
Once students log into their courses, all the course material is available to them online.
There are no separate textbooks or study guides that will need to be mailed to students,
and all of the tests will be submitted online. A built-in message system will support
interaction within the course structure.

THE

NEWSLETTER
AMERICAN 

2200 EAST 170TH STREET LANSING, ILLINOIS 60438

The American School Expands Curriculum
and Introduces Online Courses

The English 4 online course offers a multi-media learning environment.

143059 ALL AMERICAN r1:109605 ALL AMERICAN r2  7/14/11  3:00 PM  Page 1



2

There are many benefits to enrolling in online courses, among them are the expanded
opportunities for discussions within a course, increased interaction with teachers to
support the themes and concepts being taught, and improved efficiency in grading and
recording of student records.  Principal Marie Limback explained, “Offering online
courses to our students is such a great opportunity for the school to reach more students in
ways the students already relate to.  The curriculum at the American School has always
been second to none. Now we will be able to increase the interaction between our students
and teachers, and help students develop valuable 21st century skills while they learn about
and practice using new concepts in all subject areas.” 

“Now more than ever there is a nationwide concern about quality education,” American
School President Gary Masterton stated.  “As a result, high school graduation
requirements have been changing to include more subjects which are considered important
in preparing young people for college and career opportunities.  At the same time, more
schools are using technology to educate students in entirely new ways.”  Our Curriculum
Department works closely with the Instruction Department to continuously update and
revise courses by reviewing course content, study material and exams to make sure that
courses are interesting and relevant, and that students are supported in their learning
experience.  American School Vice-President and Curriculum Director Roberta Allen is
excited about the new course offerings, noting that “while many American School courses
now require students to access information on the Internet, the online courses take fuller

The Calculus online course also offers a fun virtual world environment.
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advantage of computer capabilities.  We look forward to expanding our online offerings
to meet the needs of our students and we welcome suggestions from students, parents
and counselors.” 

One of the great hallmarks and benefits of the American School program throughout the
years has been offering greater flexibility in how students learn.  Enhancing learning and
education with expanded use of technology is more commonplace across the United States
and across the world.  President Masterton added, “The American School is responding to
those trends by developing new online courses which will give our students a choice.  In
the future, students will select a paper-based program or a program consisting of a
combination of paper-based and online courses.  Both programs contain top quality
courses, and, with either program, the student sets his or her own schedule and studies at
his or her own pace.”  

The online courses incorporate a variety of interesting design elements in presenting
course material.  There are pre-tests which allow students to check their current
knowledge of the subject matter, quizzes along the way to make sure that learning is on
the right track, and discussions with the teacher to reinforce learning and to further explain
course content.  Some courses use short videos, while Calculus includes additional
learning opportunities within a virtual world of fun activities. All the courses are designed

The Geometry online course contains dynamic images.
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in order to present material in a clear and visually interesting manner, so that the ideas
being presented are easily understandable, and in order to improve each student’s
learning experience.

In its over 100 year history, over three million students have enrolled in the American
School program.  Our graduates have gone on to colleges and universities to earn
advanced degrees, they have entered exciting and important careers, and they have become
important members of their communities. Education which incorporates 21st century
learning techniques will better support learners to advance and compete in today’s global
economy.  “We are confident that these new online courses will help our students, as well
as us as a school, be successful in today’s competitive world,” President Masterton
emphasized.  American School Treasurer Vince Immordino agrees that “expanding our
curriculum by offering online courses will help our students tremendously. Supporting our
students as they build and develop their skills in a digital age is key to their future success
and how they meet life’s challenges.”

The American School curriculum has been the top choice of thousands of families who
choose to homeschool their children.  In addition, the American School program has
partnered with thousands of high schools who want to offer our courses to their local
students to supplement their own programs.  We look forward to continuing to support
families and schools as they choose our program to meet their needs and we look forward
to expanding our online curriculum.

-by Eve Tselepatiotis

The following are course descriptions of the American School online courses:

Calculus:

This multimedia online Calculus course is an advanced math course designed for the college-bound
student seeking to build a strong math foundation.  Students will learn course material while in an
interactive virtual environment.  In their studies, students will explore Riemann Sums, the Chain Rule,
the Mean Value Theorem, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, as well as several differentiation and
integration techniques.

Earth Science:

Earth Science is the study of our planet Earth and its place in the universe.  This online Earth Science
course incorporates themes from a variety of sciences, including geology, oceanography, meteorology
and astronomy.  In its multimedia rich course content, students investigate topics that include the
Earth’s structure and motion; geologic time; mineral and rock formations; plate tectonics and mountain
building; earthquakes and tsunamis; volcanoes; features of the ocean; properties of our atmosphere;
weather and climate; and features of our sun, solar system and universe.  Video activities reinforce the
learning of key concepts and themes.
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Economics:

This multimedia online Economics course focuses on the decision making of individuals,
organizations, and governments in a market setting.  It covers topics such as scarcity, opportunity cost,
demand, supply, price, and the four types of market structures.  Students learn about business
organizations, labor, money and banking, financial markets and international trade.  As an added
bonus, there are ten videos dealing with personal finance that are assigned to provide students with
practical knowledge and skills that are immediately applicable to their everyday lives, such as buying
insurance, paying for education, and how to open a savings account.

English 4:

The online English 4 course is a full unit course in which students review grammar basics, write
essays, and study selections in English literature from Shakespeare’s time to the modern era.  In this
course, among other activities, students strengthen their grammar and basic sentence and paragraph
writing skills. In its multimedia format, short video clips help enhance and support the development of
grammar and writing skills. Students learn about major literary themes and read excerpts from some of
England’s finest authors.  In addition, students learn the important steps in the writing process and
complete several essays as well as a short research paper.

World Geography:

This multimedia online World Geography course introduces students to different cultures and societies
throughout the world.  In World Geography, students learn about weather and climate and how these
two factors influence the products that are sold and manufactured in different countries.  The
influences of trade and economics are explained in the creation of an international culture.  Students
have the opportunity to see how industry has impacted the ecosystems of the various geographic
regions studies.  Students also investigate various forms of government and the impact that
governmental control can have on its citizens.  In the first half of the course, students explore the North
American continent, South America, and parts of Europe.  In the second half of the course, students
continue their study of Europe, as well as exploring Africa, Asia, Australia, the Middle East ,
Southwest Asia, and the Pacific region. 

Geometry:

This online Geometry course begins by covering constructions, reasoning, and definitions.  Mastering
these topics form the foundation that supports the student’s progress through the remainder of this
course.  By understanding deductive reasoning, students are able to comprehend the logical steps
utilized to explain theorems, postulates and the relationship between triangles.  Students proceed to
study parallel and perpendicular lines, angle measurements, triangles, ratios and proportions.  After
learning about the Pythagorean Theorem, students are introduced to trigonometry followed by
transformations of polygons. 

Pre-Alegebra:

The Pre-Algebra online course translates many mathematical concepts in such a way that students are
comfortable enough to use them as they would everyday words.  In order for the concepts to become
second nature, the rules are set down with the operations and properties of numbers.  These rules are
extended to rounding, estimating, decimals, ratios, proportions, percents, and square roots.  Ample
interactive practice is given with the result being that students are able to manipulate the concepts with
confidence.  Building on these basics, the course teaches students a practical aspect with an
introduction to geometry.
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In our next All American, we will feature the winners of the annual
American School Scholarships.  The American School knows that there
are many American School students and graduates who are doing
outstanding things. If you are an American School graduate, please
contact our alumni group, Alumni Circle:
alumni@americanschoolofcorr.com.

If you would like to be featured in an upcoming issue of the All
American, contact us at the postal or e-mail address provided below.

The American School began offering online courses a few months ago on
a trial basis.  The trial has been successful so we are continuing to offer more
and more all the time.  This is such an exciting development for our school-
not only can we serve our students in new ways, bringing new methods for
teaching and learning to students, but we can challenge ourselves as a school
to learn new ways of doing things.

Think about this: education is all about transformation.  As students
progress through their American School courses, they are transforming
themselves by learning new things, and new ways of thinking.  All the while,
they keep the best of what makes each one special and unique.

Educational institutions can learn new things and new ways of thinking,
too. Each individual member, inside the school and in its community of students, parents, partner
schools, needs to keep learning.  Together, our school community can continue to transform the
American School for the 21st century, all the while keeping the best of what makes us unique and
special as a school.

Principal’s Corner
-by Principal Marie Limback

All American Staff
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